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'TO LIEUTENANT GENERAL JOHNSON. 


SIR, 


AS real Excellence is the moſt averſe to Panegyrick, I have ven- 
. tured, without previous Permiſſion, to inſcribe an Ode to you, com- 
poſed on the animating Spur of the Occaſion, for our firſt Anniverſary 


Rejoicing, on the Fifth of June, ever memorable by the great and 
important Victory you gained on that Day, in the preceding Year, 


cover a very numerous Hoſt of infatuated Rebels, who had nearly re- 
duced New Roſs to Aſhes. Quægue ipſe miſerrima vidi. 


This Victory, and your ſubſequent Conduct in the Diſtrict where 


you preſide, entitles me to exclaim, with the BLANTON Bard, 


| Duibus Te laudibus æquem, 
Fuſtitizne prius mirer, Belline laborum ? 


Give me Leave to add, that whatever Approbation my Eſſay has 
already met with, muſt be chiefly attributed to you, the principal 
Subject, and, qguamquam decies repetita, will as ſurely pleaſe, when 
* 


To you, Sir, it is ſubmitted, however otherwiſe deficient, as an 
Heart-Offering, at leaſt, to your Valour and Virtues, 
| Neque, Me ut mi retur T. urba, laboro, 


Sed Legem ut ſervet monita; et meliora ſequantur 
Conſilia, et non, ut Galli, contemnere facra. 


Jam, Sir, 
With all proper Reſpect and Ele 
Your moſt obedient and quondam 
Fellow Soldier, 


New Ross, GEORGE TWISLETON RIDSDALE. 
FT une 3» 1799 | h 
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AN ODE, 


| CONGRATULATORY, MONITORY, AND EPISTOLARY, | 


| ON THE | 
EVER-MEMORABLE VICTORY 
| | OBTAINED BY | | 
| LIEUT. GENERAL YOHNSON, AT ROSS, OVER THE REBELS, 
| on THE 5TH OF JUNE, 1798. | | 


Q 


PREPARE, intrepid Loyaliſts ! prepare 

The feſtive Triumph o'er rebellious War 

Ibis is a Day, from circling Year to Year, 

For ever to be honour'd, ever dear ; 

Whoſe Dawn malignant fiery Horrors frown'd, 
Yet, clos'd propitious, and with Pæans crown'd, 


When Hon ac touch'd the lyrick String, 
| The dubious Bard invok'd the Muſe, 
Some Hero, or ſome Chief to ſing,” 
| Perplex'd, without her Aid to chooſe : 
We hail this animating Day, | 
To Joxnsox ! grateful Strains prolong 3 
No Muſe invok'd to point the Lay, 
The Subject readier than the Song. 
| „„ | Nor 
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Nor could the Nine, concent' ring all their Pow'rs, 
Give to their Bard a braver Chief than ours, 

Whoſe ſteady Valour realiz'd the Boaſt 

Of HercvuLts, and cruſh'd an Hydra-Hoſt. 


Nor to TuzrmoeyL@#'s Defence, 
Stands the Defence of Ross inferior, 
Tho? told with GRECIAN Eloquence, 
And 13 a Poet far ſuperior 


LXONIDAsõ, all Ss fell *ath* Field ; | 
Jornson, as glorious lives, the Sword again to wield ; 
Prepar'd, whene'er requir'd, 
Should the preſumptuous GAUL invade, 
Or Rebel lift again his Head, 


Inſtant, to lead in Arms, and be again admir” * 


Let neighb'ring Cities celebrate 

The annual revolving Date EF 

Of this great Day, by Jomox gain'd, 
Who kept their Streets from War unſtain' 5 
Suppreſs d the riſing Spirit round, ; 
That aim'd all Order to confound, . 
Preſerv'd from Ruin, Fire, and Sword, 
The crowded Port of WATERTORD, 

And ſav'd the Proteſtants, whoſe Blood 
Was deſtin'd to pollute the Flood. 


Let us—who view'd the wild Diſmay, 
When half New Ross in Aſhes lay, | 
And, but for his onpoſing Force, 
The Whole had felt the Gaming Courſe, 


; 


| Nay, fear d *twas more than Man could do, 
To quaſh ſuch Numbers with fo few ; 
Let us,—whene'er, or where we meet, 
Whether the annual Day, complete, 
Or on the Feaſt of Michaelmas, 
To JornsoN raiſe the votive Glaſs ; 
For tis to him we owe. the ſocial Bliſs, | 
That then, and now, we quaff in Liber ty and Peace! 
In Liberty! illuſtrated by Laws | 
That have, thro' Ages, ſtamp'd th' admiring World's Applauk; 
And, —'till the World ſhall be no more,—to reign : b- 
| Licentious Regicides, avaunt, your venom vain ; 
This favour'd Ifle ſhall ſtill her fainted Boon retain ; 
And as her Rocks repel the raging Sea, 
So ſhall ſhe triumph over Anarchy, 
And, glancing o'er her Champion's mighty Deeds, 
See how the conqu'ring Catalogue ſucceeds, | 
Nor leſs oblig'd, comparatively join * 
JoHNs0N as great at Ross, as Nassau at the Boys ; 
Nor would the Royal Chief the Semblance blame, 
As Heroes, all allow, are much the ſame. | 
And long may he, whoſe Vict'ry is our Theme, 
Whoſe martial Proweſs diſtant States proclaim, 
Enjoy HIBERNIA' s, and her KI Nds Eſteem, 
Enroll'd for ever in the Lifts of Fame! 
*Tis the beſt Gift on Man conferr'd, 
In Acts of Virtue. to excel, 2: 
The next, to gain the high Reward, 
h The heart. felt Praiſe of doing well; 
Who both attains, is bleſt, indeed; _ 
And Jonxsox merits this, the faireſt Meed. 
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Nor need we doubt, when olivid Peace, once more, d 


Shall to our Iſles her Halcyon Hours reſtore, 


That Groncx, his Chiefs contemplating around, 

Shall grace each Hero, with full Honours crown'd: 

Yet, tho' the Theme of this eventful Day, . | 
Seems to divert all other Themes away, UKs | | | 


Ass if the General, wholly, claim'd the Lay; 


Yet, let us not our lenient Viceroy paſs, 
But to CorxnwaLL1s fill the lauding Glas: 
Whoſe Sword, in INx DIA, won Renown, 
Tho? ne'er with Cruelty diſtain'd ; 
Here, Mercy's Hand has lin'd his Heart with Wan 
And Juſtice, temper'd thus, from Puniſhment refrain'd.. 


For, as the richeſt Metals ſooneſt melt, 


So, in the nobleſt Minds is Mercy's Influence felt! wa 
O! may it ſpread perſuaſive Pow'rs, ; 
Leſt lighted, cools—and Juſtice Vengeance ſhow'rs : | 

For, howſoever the Viceroy may purſue | | 
His Heart's firſt Dictates, and our Monarch's too, 

There is a Juſtice to the Kingdom due. 
Deluſion dare no longer plead, 


Experience prov'd the. Folly of the Deed ; 


Allegiance, the ſole, ſalutary Plan, 
The true Religion, an impartial: Love, 
The cleareſt, ſtrongeſt Precept from above, 
And Deference to the Laws, the ſureſt Rights of Man. 
Equality, on Earth, was ne'er deſign'd 
By the all-wiſe Creator of Mankind; 
Search with your modern philoſophick Eyes, 
Ye Libertines then tell me where it lies; 


Glares 
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Ohres not the plain Reverſe in Bird, in Beaſt 


In Fiſh, and ev'n the Inſet, manifeſt ? | 
And in the diff'rent Powr's, and Talents given 


To its own Image, by paternal Heav'n ? 


How ſhould we fill each neceſſary Station, 
And Life itſelf ſubſiſt, without Gradation, 5 
Or, how repel the Foe, without Subordination ? 


| Could JonNsoN's Genius have avail'd that Day, 

Without a Legion eager to obey : 4 

Without an EvsTace, tho' in Rank as high, 

Yet prompt with local Def'rence to comply; 

Whoſe cautious Foreſight of the Rebel BENT, 

In Numbers arrogantly confident, _ 

Had largely,—leſt the Loyaliſts might yield, 

Thro' Fault of Fire,—provided for the Field? 

And, by the Orders, dutcouſly receiv'd, 

In Part, the Glory of the Day atchiev'd ? 

For well he knew,—uuleſs Munition fail,— 

That Diſcipline, at length, o'er Numbers muſt prevail. 

Without a MounTjoy ? whoſe Example fir'd, 

And quicken'd the Obedience it inſpir'd? _ 

Without a 'ToTTENHam ? whoſe attentive Corps 

Guarded th' important Paſs tween Shore and Shore? 

A Paſs | which had the Rebels once polleſt, 

Might add more Thouſands to their impious Teſt. | 

Ev'n martial Ardor, unreſtrain'd, | | 
By ſanguinary Plunder ſtain'd, 
May foil the Victory it gin d 8 | | 

i | . Thus, 


Their fondly truſting to perfidious Gau,; 
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Thus, in the freeſt conſtituted State, 
Obedience never can the mightieſt derogate. 


The Kine himſelf, tho? lowd with reverent Awe, - 
Bows, like a Subject, to th' imperial Law. 

In that alone Equality is found, 

Thence equal-handed Juſtice rules around : 


And where's the Tyrant, or the Slave, in this? 


A Conſtitution form'd for Happineſs, 


Diffus'd o'er All, impartial as the Sun! 
Envied by ev'ry State, poſſeſs'd by our's alone; 


Where Prince and People their juſt Limits know, 
Where Freedom, fearleſs, wears an open Brow, 

And where the higheſt, loweſt, but ſuſtain | 
The regulated Links of Heav'n's, and Nature's Chain. 


O! baniſh frateralaing Whims away, 


Ye, whoſe weak Heads were led by Sophiſtry aſtray ; 
Heav'n's Law, the Love of Brethren to fulfil, 


Implies, Reſpect to Order and good Will: 

To fraternize with GALLIA, would deſtroy 

What by Contrition ye may tilt enjoy: 

Seize, then, the gracious Terms Coax wALLIs holds, 
Throw off your Weapons, and attend your Folds: 
No Violence can Property ſecure, | 


Nor, —but by Right obtain'd,—be momentary ſure. 


O! vere ye full inform'd, or could ye know 
What dire Diſtreſs thoſe Nations undergo, 
What complicated Miſeries inthrall 


How 


7 
How would ye, now; comparatively blefs 
The ſtraw-thatch'd Hamlet's peaceable Receſs, 


Where, unappalPd by Atheiſts? Iron Rod, 
Ye may, and freely, venerate your God! 


Heav'ns! what new Madneſs has enrag'd your Prieft ? | 


He, if you cannot, he can read, at leaſt ; 

Bid him explore their Almanack, and fo; 

If Sunday ſhines with them a Sabbath-day ; 
Months, Years, Days, alter'd, and the Saints of old 
No longer in their Calendar enroll'd; 

No longer, there, the Saviour's Self eſteem'd, 

Or Virgin worthy Adoration deem'd. 

The Temples, that with Relicts were enſhrin'd, 

Are now to Heathen Deities conlign'd. 


And can a Prieſt, for ſome are ſtill, O ſhame ! 
Averſe to Concord, and your Minds inflame, 
Can he forget the Fate, or baniſh'd Doom, 

Of all thoſe Prieſts who held the Faith of Roux? 
And dare he hope, ſhould temporal Succeſs _ 
Complete his Wiſh, that he would ſuffer leſs ? 

The Traitor, tho' the Treaſon be approv'd, _ 

Will ſurely find, he never can be lov'd, 

And by the Sword, at laſt, or Exile, be remov'd. 
Thus warn'd, ye Prieſts ! employ your facred Hours, 
To reverence the conſtiruted Pow'rs ; 

No more miſguide your Flocks, and let them know— 
The kind Indulgence which thoſe Pow'rs beſtow ; - 
The frantic Theory, to which Factions tend, 

. Encourag'd by the Principles you blend, 

That on herfelf HiBzknia could depend; 


j 


or ſtrengthen'd by the fraternizing Kiſs 
Of Gall, all ber fancied Wrongs redreſs 


Have, then, Examples loſt their Force to teach, 
While Sophiſtry chimerical may preach, 
Uroriax Viſions to derange Mankind, 

To ſpeculative Dreams too oft inclin'd ? 


How has Batavia funk by Gav1s Embrace, | 
Chang'd her late happy Syſtem for Diſgrace, | 


N | | | Her Navy, Col nies loſt, and loſt her inward Peace! 


| 

1 5 : HeLvzTra, from her nat'ral Climate free, 
75 Her Mountains, Vallies, form'd for Liberty; 

| Nay, a Republick of an ancient Date, 

Still, not exempted from a ſim'lar Fate! 

1 . Imperial Roug! imperial; now, no more, 

| 5 Nor longer reverenc'd for her ſacred Lore, 

5 With what deep Anguiſh has ſhe now to mourn, 
| | | Tho' ſpar'd by VanpaLs,—her rare Sculptures torn ; 
; | | #7 Hs The Work of Roman Artiſts ! raviſh'd far, 
4 By GauL's degenerate, impious Sons of War. 


1 Nor have ITAL1An States the leſs to grieve, 
= T4 Their falſe, and 6: planing Friendſhip to relieve. 


| Tho? Ga1.L1a ſuffer'd from tyrannick Sway, 
= 2 7s Why war with thoſe ſtill happy to obey ? 
4 | Why plunge HIBERNIA, peaceably content, 


0 ! | cy While King and . ſhare the Government, . 


9 
Why plunge her in unprofitable Woes, 
And by Defeat invigorate their Foes? | 
Whence Gaul, ſo oft repuls'd, can ne'er obtain; 
Nor os HiztRx1a, ſolely, wiſh to reign. 
Where, like BRITANNIA, are her quick Supplies ? 
And point Wy, where her ſafeguard Navy lies; 
To what frge Regions could ſhe bend her Sails, 
Her Fungs, her Credit, leſt her Commerce fails ? 
Exiſtence; N | 
Her Produce wg yl 
As in paſt Periods rudely wild,—yet where, 
Or whence, to ſpread the Table's foreign Fare ? 
Luxurious Fare! from various Climates brought, 
And at a Price, to frighten Famine, bought! 
The homely Dinners which our Kings ſuffic'd, 
In ancient Ages,—would be now deſpis'd ; 
Long loſt that Virtue, and that frugal Art 
To live on little with a chearful Heart. 
Could Separation for an Hour take Place, 
The next would ſee her ſupplicating Grace, 
The next would ſee her, as a State forlorn, 
Sue for the Union which ſhe ſeems to ſcorn :. 
An Union-cement, gracious Offer! fraught 
With Bleſlings, equal to the Stretch of Thought ; 
O! as the Adder's Poiſon here's unknown, 
So, be its Deafneſs to the precious Boon! 
Another Guardian Patron at her Helm, 
CornwaALL1s ! Saint-like, comes to free the Realm 
From vip'rous Traitors to their Patriot-Kixo, 
More deadly Traitors chan the Reptile Sting. 


Haſte 
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Haſte then, to preach the Wiſhes of the Throue, 


An Union, *ſtabliſh'd, and an Int' reſt, one. 
An Union- cement! where's the Swarm. of Foes 
To dare che Shamrock, Thiſtle, and the Roſe! 


Vet, tho? he wbb ring Subject teams 
With Bleſſings like the ſolar Beams, 
Still, there are thoſe, whoſe clouded Pride, 
No Radiance can diſperſe, or guide; 
Who, for the whiſtling of a Name, 
Err from the ſureſt Road to Fame, 


Leading to Morals, and to Wealth, 
Balming their Country's Wounds to Health, 


By cruſhing to its hell- ſprung Root, 
Rebellion, ne'er again to ſhoot, 


Vniting in one ſacred Cauſe 
| Reigion, Liberty, and Laws, 


And op'ning all the richeſt Stores 

Of Commerce, on the concord-Shores, | 
And by cloſe Compact firmly ſtem, 
Or brave the Foes of either Realm: 
Can Cornucopia-Fruits like theſe 
Create one Doubt of future Peace ? 


O! baniſh ſuch in Time, no ſhame 
E' er ſting'd a ſelf-acknowledg'd Blame. 
Errors confeſs'd—as ſoon as known— 


Are voluntary Vict'ries won, 


Thus taught ve, Peaſants ! cordially reſume 
The fruitful Labours of the Field and Loom: 


The 


At 


The bounteous Land ſhall ſmile with Plenty round, 
Your Barns, replete with burſting Stores abound;  - 
No Wives, no Babes ding, trembling at your Breaſt, 
But from all Fear reliev d, in blooming _y reſt. 


And ſhall we now the Strain conclude, 8 
Without one Note of Gratitude 
To him, who providently wiſe, 
Calb'd forth the Realm's embodied Force to riſe? 
| Augmented by the willing Band 
Of Yeomen, while he rul'd the Land ? 
Of Yeomen'! who with Patriot:Zeal elate, | 
Show'd the true Pride of gentle Blood innate, __ 
And wav'd all Rank to ſerve the threaten'd State. 
Than whom, upon the firſt Alarms, 
While yet as young in Arms, 
Nor yet in Diſcipline expert, | 
No veteran Troops more active and alert? 
Shall we in Silence only muſe 
On their prime Mover, and his preſcient Views? 
Ah, no! ſtill Mem'ry holds its Seat, : 
And Campen's Name ſhall ev'ry Tongue repeat, 
With ev'ry Legion, whoſe untainted Hearts 
Spurn'd, with contempt, i inſidious GALLIA's Arts.; 
And firmly ning! in their Country's Cauſe, 
In Spite of ev'ry gilded wile, | 
And ſpecious Promiſe to beguile, 
ZSubdu'd Invaders, and preſerv'd the Laws. 
O! blind to Truth, and are they ſtill believ' d, 
Thoſe treach'rous Falſhoods which fo oft deceiv'd ? 
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e too, a Martyr to his Patriot-Zeal ! 


ane loſt, ye Rebels l ev'ry Senſe F - 4 9 


Have baneful, ruinous Facts no Influence? 
Where's the Militia, that declin'd the Nein? 


Where breathes the Soldier who withdrew by Flight? 
Caupzx foreſaw Sedition, as inſpir'd, 


And like a God, divin'd, what IxxLAND s Weal requir d:. 
No perjur'd Wreteh in his Array appears, 
And Yeomen all, in Service, Volunteers. 
To Caubzx, thus, our Victory we owe, 
For as ULssEs conquer d Trov, 
| By arming the Tyrs8AL1an Boy *, 
| So, Jotnson, arm'd by him, O * the Rebel Foce. 


Yet here, O! here, amid the gen' ral "oy 
Here, let us pay the tributary Sigh ! 
To the brave Legion's Leader drop a Tear, 
Who fell, undaunted, by the Rebel Spear, 
And Movxrjov! like his filial Corps, revere. 
MouNnTJor !. the more with titled Wealth endow*d; 
Thought, as a Patriot, that the more he ow'd ;. 
Peace to his Aſhes, to his Name Renown, 
Who, for his Country's Safety, ſtak'd his own ;. 
Whoſe gen'rous Virtues, and whoſe manly Praiſe, 
Shall 'tow'r aloft, *till Nature's ſelf decays :. 
MovunrTJoy |! 2 Sacrifice almoſt too great, 
E'en for the Conqueſt we commemorate.. : | 
Nor has a diſtant County leſs to feel, | p- 
In poignant Sorrow for their loſt O'Nzu. ! s | 


Achilles. 


1 


Thus maſſacred by Miſcreants, IaRLANn's NS 

O'Nz1L ! and Mounrtjoy: prematurely died. 

Deteſted Villains! theſe were Fathers, Friends, 

Who acted but for ſalutary Ends; | | | 
Warm and impatient for the publick Well oe 
They, FIRST, rqus'd ling'ring Senates to repeal, | | : 
And opereſtraining Boundaries, to heal. | 

FIRST mov'd more lenient Laws, more ample Scope, 

And met your Wiſhes, ev'n beyond your Hope. 

Inſatiate Paſſions to their Breaſts unknown, ? 

They judg'd, alas! from Feelings all their own. 

This the Reward, O! black Ingratitude ! 

This dread Reward for meditated Good! | 

Pierc'd by your Spears, to welter in their Blood! 

Why rolls the Thunder, o'er each fiend-like Head, 

Why darts the Lightning, nor yet blaſts you dead? 

Abandon'd Parricides ! what Pains invent, | 

What Fires can Hell blow, up for equal Puniſhment! 

IIluſtrious Pair ! if there is aught in Rhyme, 

No Day ſhall raze you from recording Time, 

While BziTain holds her Empire o'er the Main, Py 
And IxELAxD happy in a Bzxunswick Reign. | 
Tho? now ſhe mourns the melancholy Year, hs SW 

The Orphan's piteous Sigh ! the untimely Bier, 5 
Surcharg d with Widow's Woes and many a Mother's 2 

This is thy Work, thy execrable Hand, | 

Rebellion! that thus reads thy native Land ! 1. | l 
Enough of Grief! now let Libations pour The | 2 
To all our Heroes, Sea and Shore ; | 


In Regions far remote, and rarely trod before; | 
Ds * Where, 
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| Where, once, our Llon-hearted Monarch fought; 
Where Syoney, now, has equal Wonders wrought;. 


And, tho? not ſanction'd, as. of. old, from Rows, 
Bike Royal Richanp, Inſidels inks; "Ee 

Where NzLs0N, near the ſeven-mouth'd Ning, affaild: 
Their Veſſels, and Ger compact Strength. prevail'd;. 


And Vincent vanquiſh'd an armada Mloſt, 


Scatter d their Fleet, and overaw'd their Coaſt. 


What, tho? to Rivers our fmall Floats“ confin? d. 


While done the naval Duty, there, aſign d, 


The braveſt Admirals of yore, 
Or preſent Times, could do no more. 


Where'er the Station; Poſt; or Enterprize, 

And thus the Barrow F with the Ocean vies.. 
And proudly have all play'd their Parts, 
Sailors and Soldiers! Hands and Hearts! 

Soldiers, and Sailors, thro'out every Clime,. 
Whoſe ſplendid Acts require | 

A MiLrox, or a Muſe. of Fire; | 

And ſoar; oh! far beyond my weak-wing'd Flight of 8 
Not that they flight the Bard's aſpiring Lays, 
But, tis to Hiſtory they truſt for Praile. 

The Muſe, i alone, who the Hiſtorian guides, 
Who ſhuns all Fiction, and. o'er Facts preſides, 

The Record -Muſe, alone, can beſt diſplay, 

Their multitudinous Names in bright Array. 


Honour in dutiful Exertion lies, . ? 
5 4 


Ner 
Gum Boats. 
+: River of Roſs, 
} Clio. | 
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Nor ean the coming, or a e Ae © Yn 
With nobler Peeds adorn immortal Hiſtory's Page, 
Then let our Voices, echoing, cheerly ring Pe: 
FOR. ALL OUR- TRIUMPHS, AND GOD. SAVE. THE KING! yr | 
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GEORGE, TWISLETON RIDSDALF, - 
Formerly a Major in his Majeſty's Infantry. . 4 
New Ros + 1 OY wh "0p 
June 3. 1799 . | =) ; | ; PY | / 


5 
\ 
4 
* 
p 
, 
f ” 
* 
*> 2 
. 
Pa 
* 
8 
" 
- 
+ 
pa 
* 
* 
- 
4 
* 1 
: 
7 . 
q = 
* 
. * 
. 
„ 
0 
« .* 
* wa, 
* 
- 
* 
- 
4 
. . 4 
* 
\ _ * 
” 
-. i , 
„ 
g * 
* 
[ 
* = 
c . 5 * 
oy 
* 
4 P 
* 
- 
85 » 
U 4 
— : 
«© » 
- * 
* 
: a | 2 
h - xy © V 7 
** . . Ng | 
; 
= — * X 6 7 
* * 5 - . 
4 —_ 
* * 8 5 = | 
* *S 
. 
4 * 
* $ . 
"Tp 4 
* 4 
; 
. 
* * 
42 4 
4 
„ 
* 
* 
2. 1 
* 
» 
, 
I 4 * 
2 
p 
X - y 
7 
4 Cl 
>a 
* 
as 
* af x 
* 
- 
* 
ol 
* %, 
3 [4 
A . 
* 
. 
8 
” 4 : 
N 
* a * . 
30 — 
. 


” 


FIR nn — — ———_— ee 9 r 
8 g , yy 
„ —Kü—-» Q rene Rs — 


* 
* 
4 


* 
1 as 


go 


* 


r e 


* 


l 3 * 


